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Introduction 
Students must complete all of the activities below to fulfil the unit’s requirements. Descriptions for each activity 
are presented in this workbook. Use the checklist below to keep track of activities you've completed. Use either 
loose leaf or Google Docs to complete the Julius Caesar Assignments. Do not use both. 

 Activities Checklist  
1 Keep a Word Catalogue  (1 mark)  10 Character Sketch (1 mark)  
2 Theme (4 marks)  11 Create a Word Association (1 mark)  
3 Find Figurative Language (2 marks)  12 Rename the Play (1 mark)  
4 Fill-in the Plot Framework (5 marks)  13 Re-write a Dialogue (2 marks)  
5 Create an Author Biography (1 mark)  14 Create an Infographic (3 marks)  
6 Interview a Character (1 mark)  15 Produce a Movie (1 mark)  
7 Recite a Soliloquy (3 marks)  16 Illustrate a Scene from the Play (2 marks)  
8 Eyewitness to History (1 mark)  17 Perform a Scene as a Group (GROUP) (3 marks)  
9 Window to a Secret World (1 mark)  18 Present an Idea (GROUP) (6 marks)  
    Final Mark: _____/39 

       

Activity Descriptions 
1). Keep a Word Catalogue (1 mark) 
William Shakespeare was a prolific writer. For this activity you must: 

 Find and define two words per scene (define words you do not know the meanings of). 
 Then create an original sentence using each selected word. 

Ex. "Dauntless" is an adjective meaning "showing fearlessness and determination. 
Susan was dauntless in the face of the danger posed by the White Witch. 

2). Theme (4 marks) 
Four of the play’s themes are introduced on pages 11-13 of the Preparation for Shakespeare's Julius Caesar 
handout. To complete this task, re-create the chart below and write down three quotations per theme. There 
are four total themes we'll explore during our study of the play. This means you'll find a total of 12 quotes. 
Additionally, you must explain how the quotes ties into or demonstrates the theme. I’ve started the assignment 
by including the first quote for the theme “Fate versus Freewill” as an example. 

Speaker Lines “Fate versus Freewill” (1-3) 

Cassius Act 1, Scene 2 (lines 140-

144) 

1. Men at some time are masters of their fates. 
The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars 
But in ourselves, that we are underlings. 
Brutus and Caesar—what should be in that “Caesar”? 
 
How does this tie into the play's theme? Cassius challenges the 
notion that fate, something out of our control, determines 
whether we are successful or not. Cassius wants to convince 
Brutus that the only thing separating a Brutus from a Julius Caesar 
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is mere circumstances. If Brutus showed the proper initiative, he 
too could achieve great things. Fate, in other words, is an illusion. 
 
2.  
 
3. 
 

Speaker Lines “Public Self versus Private Self” (1-3) 

   

Speaker Lines “Misinterpretation and Mis-readings” (1-3) 

   

Speaker Lines “Inflexibility versus Compromise” (1-3) 

   

 

3). Find Figurative Language (2 marks) 
Figurative language makes novels, short stories, poems and plays more interesting and meaningful. Metaphors, 
similes, hyperboles, puns, etc. are all examples of figurative language. To complete this activity: 

 Identify three examples of figurative language per act. Since there are five total acts you must identify 
15 total examples of figurative language. 

 For each example explain what it means. 
 
For example, Cassius says of Caesar “Why man, he doth bestride the narrow world / Like a Colossus. 
Cassius uses a simile (a comparison) to compare Caesar to a giant statue of Apollo. The statue was so 
large even ships could travel underneath it. Cassius is not speaking in flattering terms of Caesar. On the 
contrary, he's using the simile to criticize Julius Caesar's high opinion of himself. 

4). Fill in the Plot Framework (5 marks) 
Shakespeare wrote five act plays. Each act has a purpose, e.g. Act 1 (exposition), Act 2 (rising action), Act 3 
(climax), Act 4 (falling action) and Act 5 (denouement or resolution).  We'll discuss the purpose of each act as 
well as summarize each act's major events. 

5). Create an Author Biography (1 mark) 
Write a paragraph long biography on the play’s author. In your paragraph, answer the following questions: 

 Who is the author? 
 Where are they from? 
 How many plays have they published? 
 Where did the author get their ideas? 
 What was the author’s inspiration? Did they have a specific reason for writing this specific play? 
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6). Interview a Character (1 mark) 
Design five questions to ask both an antagonist (bad person) and a protagonist (hero or heroine) from the play. 
Ask each character questions and then answer each question from that character's point of view. Your response 
should be type written and free of grammatical errors, etc. 

7). Recite a Soliloquy (3 marks) 
Each student must recite a soliloquy in front of the class. A soliloquy is a monologue spoken by a character when 
left alone on stage with the audience. A list of possible soliloquies from Julius Caesar is found on the following 
website (http://www.shakespeare-monologues.org/plays/38). Select one soliloquy and memorize it. You are 
encouraged to wear a costume and actually act (hand gestures, moving around the room) during your 
presentation. The presentation is evaluated on the basis of a rubric found at the end of this assignment 
workbook. 

8). Eye-witness to History (1 mark) 
This activity should only be attempted once the class has gotten through the first three acts. For this activity 
write a newspaper article describing an important event from the play. Write the article as though you 
witnessed it first-hand. The article is informal (so you can write it in first person and use personal pronouns like 
I, me, etc.). The article must be a minimum 250 words in length. You can earn bonus marks by including an 
appropriate illustration depicting the event (and no you cannot copy and paste a picture from Google Images 
and get a bonus mark). Your response must be typed and free of grammatical errors. Try to make it look like an 
actual newspaper. 

9). Window to a Secret World (1 mark) 
Write a diary entry from the point of view of one of the main characters in the play. The entry should be written 
in first person and be a minimum of 250 words in length. In the entry, you can discuss the character’s problems, 
motivations, challenges, wishes, dreams, fears, etc. as they relate to events and other characters in the play. 
Your response should be type written and free of grammatical errors, etc. 

10). Character Sketch (1 mark) 
Character sketches paint a portrait of a character through words. The character sketch must be a minimum 150 
words in length. Use the cues below to complete the assignment. Feel free to develop and use your own cues 
and questions. 

1). Describe the physical appearance of the character. 
2). Describe what the character likes and what they do not like (and why). 
3). If applicable, describe hobbies or activities the character likes (and an explanation as to why the character 
likes these). 
4). Describe whether you think the character is happy more than they are sad (and why). 
5). Include anything else you can think of that would say something revealing, insightful or help us understand 
the character’s motivations. 
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11). Character Word Association (1 mark) 
The purpose of this activity is to try and step into the shoes and thinking of the play's protagonist and 
antagonist. This activity is broken up in to two steps. 

Step 1 
Create a table (like the one shown below) with the "Associated Words" written in the leftmost column, 
e.g. black, red, blue, hot, cold, sticky, greasy, happy, funny. 

Step 2 
Starting with yourself write the first word which enters your mind after reading the Associated Word, 
e.g.to a word like cat you might say dog, etc. Then repeat the process for the protagonist and 
antagonist. The responses should be different because they'll reflect the unique motivation and values 
of the two other characters.  

Associated Word Me Name of Protagonist Name of Antagonist 
Black    

Red    

Blue    

Hot    

Cold    

Sticky    

Greasy    

Happy    

Funy    

 

12). Rename the Play (1 mark) 
Choose an alternative (new) title for the play. The title should not be random but somehow relevant to the 
characters and events presented in the play. Then explain in a short paragraph why this new title is appropriate. 

13). Re-write a Dialogue (2 marks) 
Find a dialogue (conversation) between two people in the play. The dialogue should be a minimum ten lines in 
length. Re-write the dialogue in your own words. Your response should be type written and free of grammatical 
errors, etc. 

14). Create an Infographic (3 marks) 
An infographic presents information in graphic form (see example below). You can create an infographic based 
on any aspect of the play, e.g. history related to the play, character development, plot development, etc. Your 
infographic should be large enough to fit on an 8.5 by 11 inch piece of paper. You will need to use a graphics 
program to complete your assignment. Your assignment should be free of grammatical or information errors. 
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15). Produce a Movie (1 mark) 
Pretend you are the producer of a film production of the play Julius Caesar. Your must hire actors to play the 
part of the various characters in the story. Create a chart (see below) and write the names of the play’s most 
important characters in the leftmost column; and then in the rightmost column write the name of an actor who 
you feel would be a good choice to play each character. Explain why this actor would make a good Brutus or a 
great Mark Antony, etc. 

Play Character Actor 
Julius Caesar Ian McKellar: he has a dignity and strength about 

him making him ideally suited to play this part. He 
is also an experienced Shakespearean actor so 
he'd know how to deliver the lines. He is also an 
experienced actor in movies (so he understands 
the world of plays and the film world). 
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Brutus  
Cassius  

Mark Antony  
Octavius Justin Bieber: he isn't an actor but he has a 

youthful look about him that reminds me of a 
young Octavius. He'd also be a box office draw 
because a lot of people (girls) like him. 

Portia  
Calpurnia  

Soothsayer  
 

16). Illustrate a Scene from the Play (2 marks) 
Create an original drawing based on an event from the play. Your picture should be drawn on an 8.5 by 11 inch 
piece of paper. You can design it in pencil and then ink it (and color it if you have time). 

17). Perform a Scene as a Group (SMALL GROUP) (3 marks) 
The class will be organized in to two or three small groups. Each group will select a scene to present to the class 
from the list below. No two groups can perform the same scene. Scene selection is based on a first come first 
serve basis. You will not have to memorize any lines (you can use your play book to recite from). Your group will 
need to rehearse the scene. Your group can earn additional marks for your presentation by using costumes, 
props, scenery, staging and sound effects. Group members are assessed as individuals on the basis of an 
appropriate rubric (see back of workbook)). 

Scene Selection List 
Act 2, Scene 2 
Act 3, Scene 3 
Act 4, Scene 1 
Act 4, Scene 2 
Act 5, Scene 1 
Act 5, Scene 3 
Act 5, Scene 4 

 

18). Present an Idea (GROUP) (6 marks) 
The class will be organized in to four groups. Each group develops and then presents an oral presentation on one 
of the play's central themes, e.g. fate versus freewill, public self versus private self, misinterpretation and mis-
readings, and inflexibility versus compromise. Group members will be evaluated separately on the basis of an 
appropriate rubric (see back of workbook). 

Your group’s presentation must: 

 Your presentation can be delivered as either a PowerPoint or a Google Slide 
 It must be a minimum of five minutes in length (but no longer than eight minutes) 
 It can include video (which will not count towards your total time limit) 
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 It should only present information relevant to the theme (consider using the theme framework we 
learned during the short stories unit) 

 Each member of the group should be given equal time speaking and contributing 
 You are encouraged to incorporate relevant graphics in to your presentation 

 

Activity #7. Recite a Soliloquy 

  3 2 1 

Purpose & Physical Delivery 
When I speak the motivations and emotions of the 
character I am playing become apparent. 

When I speak I make appropriate hand gestures, I move 
around, and I make eye contact with members of the 
audience. 

The monologue effectively elaborates 
the thoughts, feelings, and context of 
the character. 

Natural gestures and movement 
enhance the message; fits character or 
role. 

Speaker moves about the stage, or 
uses props, to enhance the overall 
impact of the performance. 

The monologue occasionally reveals 
the thoughts, feelings, and context of 
the speaker. 

Gestures or movements are fine, but 
student may have omitted obvious 
character behaviors. 

The monologue rarely reveals the 
thoughts, feelings, and context of the 
speaker. 

There’s a lack of involvement or no 
movement at all; behaviors, gestures, 
or movements do not fit the 
character. 

Speaking Techniques 
This criterion relates to the tone, volume, and speed of 
the student’s delivery of the soliloquy. 

Speaker delivers monologue at an 
appropriate volume; moreover, 
speaker adjusts volume to fit with the 
requirements of the monologue, e.g. 
parts that should be loud are loud, 
parts that are quiet are quiet, etc. 

The speaker delivers their monologue 
at the appropriate speed, i.e. they 
make changes to speed if required for 
creative purposes. 

Speaker makes use of some sort of 
background or backdrop while 
speaking, e.g. SMART board image or 
poster. 

Speaker delivers monologue 
sometimes at the appropriate 
volume. 

Speaker delivers monologue at an 
acceptable speed. 

Speaker delivers monologue too 
quietly or too loudly. 

The speaker delivers monologue too 
quickly or too slowly. 

 

Knowledge of Script 
This criterion relates to the student’s knowledge or 
memorization of the soliloquy, i.e. the extent to which 
the student recites the piece without making use of any 
reference material. 

Speaker performs monologue 
successfully without committing a 
single error. 

Speaker performs monologue without 
the need for any prompting. 

Speaker commits one or two errors 
during the monologue. 

Speaker performs monologue but 
makes two uses of prompting from 
either the teacher or an information 
sheet. 

Speaker commits three or more 
errors during the monologue. 

Speaker performs monologue but 
makes three or more uses of 
prompting from either the teacher or 
an information sheet. 

 
Student Name: ___________________________                      Mark: _________ 

Comments: 
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Activity #17. Perform a Scene as a Group 
The first two categories are assessed on the basis of the group’s performance as a whole while the third is based on the individual’s performance alone. 

  3 2 1 

Costumes & Props 
 

 

Costumes and props are used and look 
authentic/appropriate for the time, i.e. 
Rome 1st Century BCE, e.g. togas, hair 
dresses, swords, etc. 

Costumes and/props do not necessarily 
reflect the time period; however, they 
are used effectively to satisfy some 
other creative purpose. 

Group incorporates scenery in the form 
of backdrops, curtains, or some such 
accoutrement, etc. which enhances the 
performance. 

Costumes and/or props used are 
basic; some effort apparent on the 
part of the group to put together 
costumes, props. 

Costumes and props used do not 
reflect what people would use/wear 
for the time, e.g. Rome 1st Century. 

Backdrops & Rehearsal 
 

Group makes exceptional use of 
scenery or backdrops of some sort to 
enhance the performance. 

Appropriate audio files are used during 
the performance. 

Some decent attempt was made at 
making use of scenery or backdrops 
to enhance the performance. 

Group either does not make use of 
scenery or backdrops to enhance the 
enhancement or the backdrop used is 
of poor quality. 

Rehearsal & Performance 

 

 

As an individual I made effective use of 
rehearsal times. I did not go off-task or 
act disruptively.  

I delivered lines flawlessly, e.g. used 
inflection, made no errors while 
reciting, made eye contact with the 
other cast members, made use of 
props at appropriate times. 

As an individual I usually made 
effective use of rehearsal times. I did 
not go off-task or take others off-
task. 

I made no more than two or three 
mistakes while delivering my lines. 

 

As an individual I did not always make 
good use of rehearsal times. I went 
off-task or took others off-task. 

I made four or more mistakes while 
delivering my lines. 

 
Student Name: ___________________________                      Mark: _________ 

Comments: 
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Activity #18. Present the Theme 
The first two categories are assessed on the basis of the group’s performance as a whole while the third is based on the individual’s performance alone. 

 6 4 2 

Creativity & Originality 
Creativity is defined as the use of the imagination or 
original ideas in the production of an artistic work. Thus, 
to earn full marks on the creativity component you should 
focus on artistic expression. 

Originality is defined as the quality of being novel (new) 
or unusual. Therefore, to earn full marks on the originality 
component you should focus on including insights which 
demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the play’s 
theme. 

Presentation demonstrates 
exceptional creativity, e.g. use of 
appropriate graphics, props and other 
visual aids, etc. 

Presentation consistently 
demonstrates originality, e.g. insights 
are unique and show an advanced 
understanding of the play. 

Presentation incorporates unique 
elements/aspects no other group 
included in their productions. 

Presentation makes some use of 
graphics, props or other visual aids. 

Presentation sometimes demonstrates 
originality, e.g. insights shared 
demonstrate a basic understanding of 
the play. 

 

Presentation does not make use of 
graphics, props or other visual aids 
(aside from text). 

Presentation only incorporates the 
most basic and elementary 
information. 

Relevance & Accuracy 
Relevance is achieved when information being presented 
is directly relevant or connected to the presentation’s 
topic. If you incorporate information that is not relevant 
your accuracy suffers. 

Accuracy is defined as the quality or state of being correct 
or precise. 

Presentation incorporates only 
information relevant to the group’s 
assigned theme. 

All Information presented is 
historically and literally accurate. 

Group makes exceptional use of 
resources (web and/or literary) to 
create their presentation. 

Presentation generally incorporates 
only information relevant to the 
assigned theme. 

Most of the information presented is 
historically and/or accurate; however, 
some essential information is missing, 
e.g. missing facts, personalities, etc. 

Presentation incorporates some 
information not relevant to the 
assigned theme. 

Some Information presented is not 
historically and/or literally accurate. 

Process & Collaboration 

There are a number of steps each group must follow to 
complete the process of planning and presenting their 
presentations, e.g. brainstorm, assign roles, research, 
creation, rehearsal, and finally presenting. 

Collaboration is defined as the act of working with 
someone to produce or create something. Successful 
collaborations are characterized by give and take, 
cooperation, and mutual assistance between partners. 

 

I contributed positively to all stages 
of the presentation-creation process. 

I managed my time well and always 
demonstrated a positive attitude. 

My interactions with group members 
always demonstrated all the defined 
characteristics of a successful 
collaboration. 

I spoke an equal amount of time 
during the presentation. 

My group’s presentation was no 
shorter than five minutes and no 
longer than eight. 

I sometimes resisted helping my group 
at certain points during the 
presentation-creation process. 

I generally managed my time well and 
I generally demonstrated a positive 
attitude. 

My interactions with group members 
usually something in common with the 
successful collaboration process as 
defined. 

I spoke sparingly during the 
presentation. 

I resisted helping my group members 
at certain points during the 
presentation-creation process. 

I did not generally manage my time 
well nor did I consistently 
demonstrate a positive attitude. 

My interactions with group members 
frequently shared nothing in common 
with the successful collaboration 
process as defined. 

I did not speak during the 
presentation. 

My group’s presentation was shorter 
than five minutes or longer than 
eight. 

 
Student Name: ___________________________                      Mark: _________ 

Comments: 


